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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2015 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Julius at 6:30 p.m. with the following members present:  Chair 

Julius, Bob Crawford, Josh Berg, Jason Stern and Patricia Timmons.  Absent: none. 

 

Also Present: Executive Director Tom Terry, Engineer Rich Revering, Economic Development 

Coordinator Renee Christianson, and Secretary Sandra Green. 

 

2. ADOPT/APPROVE AGENDA 

 

It was moved by Crawford, seconded by Timmons to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

(5-0). 

 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

It was moved by Timmons, seconded by Stern to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion 

carried (5-0). 

a. Approve Minutes of the July 23, 2015 Meeting of the Economic Development Authority. 

 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a. None 

 

5. CONTINUED BUSINESS 

 

a. Staff Updates 

A list of projects that city staff has been working on was included in the EDA packet.  Chair 

Julius asked if the city owned property in Dakota Acres has been listed on the MLS, and it has 

not.  There was consensus among the EDA members that the property should be listed on the 

MLS. 

 

Chair Julius asked about the status of the Warren Barsness project at the southeast quadrant of 

CR 2 & CR 91.  Bob Crawford gave a brief update, noting that the traffic study was currently in 

process. 

 

Jason Stern advised the EDA that he had met with a representative from a grocery chain, who 

had indicated the reasons why Elko New Market is not currently an ideal market for a grocery 

store, with the primary reasons being the close location of competition and possibility of leakage. 

 



Chair Julius indicated that he was made aware of a hardware store that may be considering Elko 

New Market for a location. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. Review of DRAFT Economic Development Strategy and Action Plan (2016-2018) 

Economic Development Coordinator Renee Christianson presented this agenda item.  She 

reviewed the history of the original Plan which was written by Ehlers and adopted in 2011.  She 

noted that the draft plan was intended to guide the City’s economic development efforts for the 

next three year period.  The draft plan was presented in three basic sections: a review of the 

original plan process, a review of the 2012 to 2015 economic activities and summary of current 

economic climate, and identification of goals and action items for 2016 to 2018.  The action 

items were grouped into three main strategy categories: building capacity, building identity, and 

building partnerships. 

 

The EDA reviewed and discussed the strategies and action items and recommended removing 

the section suggesting that the city and chamber logo should be similar in nature, and removing 

the section that suggests the city needs to dispel the false notion that its property taxes are 

substantially higher than those of surrounding communities.  They also suggested that language 

should be added to promote the city’s strong pro-growth attitude. 

 

The EDA recommended that staff make revisions to the draft Plan and bring back at the next 

EDA meeting. 

 

b. Chamber of Commerce Priorities and Suggestions for Collaboration with the City 

Renee Christianson stated that city staff had requested input from the Chamber of Commerce as 

to areas where the City and Chamber may be able collaborate.  The Elko New Market Chamber 

of Commerce President Rick Luebbert, along with Vice-President Amy Nugent, was present at 

the meeting and addressed the EDA.  They identified three specific priority areas where they felt 

the City and Chamber could collaborate, as follows:  

 

 Improving relations between the business community and the city; 

 Moving commercial/retail development projects forward; 

 Participating in a City branding initiative and subsequent marketing to residential    

and commercial developers and brokers. 

 

In terms of improving relations with the business community, Mr. Luebbert suggested more 

informal interactions between the city and businesses, stating that the businesses need help, 

many view the city as having too many regulations and being hard to work with.  Commissioner 

Timmons asked if there were any specific ordinances that they viewed as being overly 

restrictive.  Commissioner Crawford stated he has heard feedback about the City’s sign 

ordinance being overly restrictive. 

 

Commissioner Berg cautioned that the City shouldn’t overreact to any negative comments, and 

that the City and Chamber should be creative in finding solutions.  Commissioner Stern noted 

that the City should not only concentrate on the pursuit of new businesses, but also concentrate 

on understanding the existing businesses and how the City may be able to help grow. 

 

 



c. Branding Discussion 

Due to the lack of time, it was agreed that the discussion regarding branding and the Renown 

Marketing Branding Proposal should be tabled until the next EDA meeting agenda.  Renown 

Marketing owner, Amy Nugent, distributed some printed information regarding the topic of 

branding to the EDA commissioners. 

 

d. Downtown Discussion 

Renee Christianson presented the agenda item regarding the downtown, and concerns that had 

been raised by a business owner at a recent “State of the City Address”.  The concern had been 

raised by downtown business owner Jeanne Mahoney, who was also present at the EDA meeting.  

Background information was reviewed regarding a recent initiative to beautify the downtown, 

specifically in term of possible planters and/or flags, or garden entrances at the entrances to the 

downtown.  Ms. Mahoney was asked for additional input regarding her concerns.  She stated that 

she felt the downtown area was not important to the City, and that it wasn’t being properly 

maintained in terms of sidewalks, weeds and rocks. 

 

7. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

There was no report. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by Timmons, seconded by Berg to adjourn the meeting at 7:325 p.m.  Motion carried (5-

0). 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Renee L. Christianson 

 

Renee L. Christianson 

Economic Development Coordinator 

 

 


