
 
ELKO NEW MARKET PARKS COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2016 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:   
 
Present at Roll Call were Commissioners Dennis Melgaard; Emily 
Dornseif; and Chair Mike Sutton.  Also present was Assistant City 
Administrator Mark Nagel and Mayor Bob Crawford. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by Chair Mike Sutton 
in Conference Room B at Elko New Market City Hall, 601 Main Street. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA:  
 
Mr. Nagel said that there were no additions to the January 12, 
2016 Agenda. Upon motion by Commissioner Dornseif, 
seconded by Chair Sutton, the January 12, 2016 Agenda was 
unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 8, 2015 PARKS 
COMMISSION MEETING:   
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Melgaard, seconded by Chair Sutton, 
the Meeting Minutes of December 8, 2016 were unanimously approved 
for submission to City Council, as presented, by voice vote.   
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS:   
 
Mr. Nagel presented an article on Outdoor Gyms and WiFi in City 
parks as trends for 2016.  He also showed a graphic from the National 
Recreation and Park Association on the “Power of Parks”, which 
contained a number of interesting statistics about parks – 1 acre of trees 
in a park can absorb the carbon dioxide produced by driving a car for 



11,000 miles; parks programming can reduce incidents of crime and 
violence by 50%; and having a park within 1 mile of every house in a 
community can increase the physical activity of residents by 25%.  He 
said that the City has an estimated 32 acres of trees and has a park 
within 1 mile of every City resident, which are both considered excellent 
for cities its size by the National Recreation and Parks Association. 
 

UPDATES: 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed the December 30, 2015 ENM Parks Commission 
Update, which contained 20 items, with the Commissioners.  He said 
that the rinks were open and that the lights were on at Little Windrose 
Hockey Rink.  He also noted that he had met with Schlomka’s for 
placing the new portable toilets at Wagner Park and Little Windrose 
Park for the Winter.  Finally, he noted that the Horsemanship Camps, 
co-sponsored by Lakeville Community Ed, were set for February and 
Spring Break and were now on the City’s Website. 
 
Mr. Nagel said that the next New Prague Community Ed will be held on 
Thursday, March 3rd and asked that Commissioners check their 
schedule to see if they could attend, since Commissioner Zahratka will 
not be in town, and let him know if they could attend in her place. 
 
Chair Sutton did not have a report on the CCEC, since they had not 
met since the last Parks Commission Meeting. He said that the next 
meeting will be on Tuesday, January 19, 2016. 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed the Final Draft of the new Parks maps for the 
website upgrade with Parks Commissioners.  There were no revisions, 
but they noted that Pete’s Hill Open Space wasn’t included in the list of 
parks and should be added. On motion by Commissioner Melgaard, 
seconded by Chair Sutton, the Parks Commission unanimously 
approved the final draft of the new City parks maps for the website 
upgrade. 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed the Invoice from New Prague Community Ed for 
the Summer Movie/Music Series and noted that it included the cost of 



the mailing the catalogues for the year to residents on the Elko side of 
the city.  He said the bill was correct and that it would be paid out of 
2015 funds from the Recreational Programs expenses line-item.  On 
motion by Commissioner Dornseif, seconded by Commissioner 
Melgaard, the Parks Commission unanimously approved payment of 
the Invoice of $2,536.75 for expenses related to mailing brochures and 
provision of the 2015 Summer Movies/Music at Wagner Park. 
 
Mr. Nagel presented the 2016 Program Schedule from Three Rivers 
Park District for the Cities of Elko New Market and Lonsdale, which 
snowshoeing; Survival Skills; Geocaching; Canoeing; and 
ArcSerieshery. The total cost for the programs for the City would 
$1,024.50 and will be paid from the Recreational Programs Expenses 
line-item in the Parks Department 2016 Budget.  Mr. Nagel said that he 
would be back at a future meeting with a Joint Powers Agreement with 
the City of Lonsdale and the Three Rivers Park District at a future 
Parks Commission meeting.  Upon motion by Commissioner Melgaard, 
seconded by Chair Sutton, the Parks Commission unanimously 
approved the 2016 Program Schedule from the Three Rivers Park 
District. 
 
Mr. Nagel pointed out the schedule attached to the Agenda for the 
“March Madness” Movies and Events at the ENM Library. He also 
handed out copies of the poster that will be placed around town.  He 
said that it was already posted on the website, too.  The total budget for 
providing these events is estimated to be $1,538 and will be paid out of 
the Recreational Expense line-item for 2016. Upon motion by 
Commissioner Dornseif; seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, the 
Parks Commission unanimously approved the budget of $1,538 for 
“March Madness”. 
 
Mr. Nagel led the Parks Commissioners through the 2016 Parks 
Commission Goals process.  Mr. Nagel reviewed the status of the work 
to date noting 6 that were not started have been moved to 2016, along 
with 10 new Goals.  After much Discussion, the Parks Commission 
listed 2 additional Goals for 2016 – consideration of Cross Country Ski 
Trails at Boulder Pointe Golf Course and Consideration of the 
feasibility of a Nature Trail at Whispering Creek Park.  The final step 
of the 2016 Goals Process was to prioritize 6 Goals to focus on for 
completion this year.  They were as follows:  Develop a Plan for 



Repurposing Rowena Pond Park; Complete Construction of the Pete’s 
Hill “Overlook”; Complete Parking Lot Feasibility Study for Windrose 
Park; Construct Fence for SkatePark; Develop a Plan for Repurposing 
Woodcrest Park; and Plan the development of 2 Trail Links – Westside 
of Xerxes Avenue from Ptarmigan Court to CSAH 2 and the railroad 
tracks from Old Downtown Elko to the Vermilion River.  Upon motion 
by Chair Sutton; seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, the parks 
Commission unanimously approved the Final Draft of the 2016 Goals 
with 6 Priorities for submission to the City Council for their review and 
consideration. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Nagel said that the Downtown Snowmobile Trail was back for 
discussion at the Staff level, but so far there was nothing further to 
report on whether or not they will be laying out the trail this Winter. 
 
NEXT MEETING:   
 
The next meeting of the ENM Parks Commission was set for Tuesday, 
February 9, 2016 at 4:00 PM at ENM Area Hall.   
 
PARK COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:  
 
There were no additional comments made by the Parks 
Commissioners for the record at this meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Parks Commission, 
upon motion by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner 
Melgaard, the meeting was adjourned by voice vote at 5:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mark Nagel, Assistant City Administrator 
 
 
 



  


