
ELKO NEW MARKET PARKS COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2014 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:   
 
Present at Roll Call were Commissioners Sadie Miller (Arrived at 4:02 
PM); Eve Zahratka; Dennis Melgaard; and Chair Mike Sutton.  Also 
present was Assistant City Administrator Mark Nagel.   
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM by Chair Mike Sutton at 
the head of the Xerxes Trail extension near the intersection of Xerxes 
Avenue and Main Street. 
 
The Parks Commission, Mayor and Members of the City Council, and 
leaders of the Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) joined together 
to cut the ribbon opening the final segment of the City’s bike/hike trail 
“spine” running from Windrose Park to Wagner Park. The SMSC 
contributed $38,000, or 80%, of the cost of the project.  Mayor Gabriel 
thanked the Chairman Vig of the SMSC for their help in making the 
project happen. 
 
Upon conclusion of the Ribbon Cutting opening the trail segment, the 
Parks Commission reconvened in Conference Room B at Elko New 
Market City Hall at 4:00 PM to conduct the remainder of their Business 
Meeting. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA:  
 
Mr. Nagel said that there were no additions to the Agenda for 
the October 14, 2014 Meeting. Upon motion by Commissioner 
Melgaard, seconded by Commissioner Zahratka, the October 
14, 2014 Agenda was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 



APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2014 
PARKS COMMISSION MEETING:   
 
Upon motion by Chair Sutton, seconded by Commissioner Zahratka, 
the Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2014 were unanimously approved 
for submission to City Council, as presented, by voice vote.   
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS:   
 
Mr. Nagel called Commissioners attention to an article on SkateParks, 
which notes that the trend is to put them at intervals along a paved trail, 
rather than in one place, which cuts down on noise.   
 
He also said that the New Prague Community Ed Advisory Council 
Agenda and the recent Community and Civic Events Committee 
Minutes were in the packets, as well.   
 

UPDATES: 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed the September 30, 2014 ENM Parks Commission 
Update, which contained 14 items, with the Commissioners.  He noted 
that he had sent options to St. Nicholas Church on assisting them with 
their playground, but had not heard back from them.  He also noted 
that the Pet Waste Stations had been received and would be put up as 
the Public Works Department had time this Fall. 
 
Mr. Nagel also reviewed the results of the September City Council 
meetings with the Commissioners.  He noted that other than approval of 
the Minutes for the August Meeting and the Parks Update, the only 
item pertaining to the Parks Commission was the approval of the 
Preliminary 2015 Budget and Levy. 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Nagel said an application for a grant from the Minnesota DNR for 
development of an archery program was submitted on August 29th. He 
said that the New Prague Community Ed Department could find an 
instructor for the program and that Windrose Park would be the best 



place to hold it.  The $2,500 grant, which would be matched by the City, 
would be used to purchase equipment , construct backstops, and target 
holders, et al. He said that he had been informed that the grant 
application would be funded; although, out of a different program, but 
that he had not received official confirmation from the Minnesota DNR. 
 
Mr. Nagel called Commissioners’ attention to the City Website Statistics 
from 9/1/13 to 8/31/14.  The Parks and Recreation page had unique 
views by 728 people; although, it may be higher since the Park Shelter 
Rental Form was on the “City Forms” page. 
 
Mr. Nagel said that the October Citywide Newsletter was in the packet 
and contained an article on suggestions from the community for movies 
to show at the Winter Family Movies Nights at the Library beginning in 
late January, 2015.  He said that there were also article on the October 
25th Halloween Party and programs sponsored by both Lakeville and 
New Prague Community Education. 
 
Mr. Nagel presented an Invoice from New Prague Community Ed for 
the 2014 Movies/Music at Wagner Park Shelter for $1,000.0, which 
includes the cost of the movies and musicians.  Upon Motion by 
Commissioner Miller, seconded by Chair Sutton, the Commission 
unanimously recommended that City Council approve payment of the 
bill from New Prague Community Ed for an amount not to exceed 
$1,000.00 for payment for the 2014 Movies/Music at the Wagner Park 
Shelter. 
 
Mr. Nagel presented a request to attend the Minnesota Recreation and 
Parks Entertainment Jamboree on Wednesday November 5th from 10 
AM to 3 PM, which showcases entertainers from the Twin Cities area 
for cities to listen to and book for their Summer Music in the Parks 
programs.  The cost, he said is $25 per person, including lunch, and 
recommended signing up for 2 places.  He said that he would attend and 
hoped that Jessica Davidson or a Commissioner could attend, too.   
Upon Motion by Commissioner Zahratka, seconded by, Commissioner 
Melgaard, the Commission unanimously recommended that City 
Council approve 2 registrations for the MRPA Entertainment Jamboree 
for an amount not to exceed $50.00. 
 
 



Mr. Nagel led a discussion of the options for the Pete’s Hill Trail 
“Lookout”.  Bolton and Menk, Inc, Landscape Architect, Joel Odens, 
sent 2 options for the upper paved trail to reach the “lookout”.  The 
following suggestions for revisions were made by Commissioners: 
 

1. Paved Upper Trail Option #1 was preferred, but could it be made 
shorter by making it more direct near the end., but could it be 
made shorter by making it more direct near the end.` 

2. Solar lighting at the “Lookout”. 
3. Mark the Geological Survey stakes. 
4. Use a circular bench for panoramic views. 
5. Clear brush for better views. 
6. Like the sue of Kasota stone for defining “Lookout” area. 
7. More definition of informational signs and outdoor furniture at 

the “Lookout” area. 
 

The Commissioners asked Mr. Nagel to forward these comments to Mr. 
Odens for revisions and bring back version 2 at a future Parks 
Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Nagel said that the November Parks Commission meeting is 
scheduled for the 11th, which is the Veteran’s Day Holiday.  He 
suggested that the meeting be moved to Tuesday, November 18, 2014 at 
4 PM at Elko New Market City Hall.  Upon motion by Chair Sutton, 
seconded by Commissioner Miller, the Parks Commission unanimously 
changed the date of the November meeting to Tuesday, November 18 at 
4 PM at Elko New Market City Hall. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
There was no other business to come before the Parks Commission at 
the October 14, 2014 meeting. 
 
NEXT MEETING:   
 
The next meeting of the ENM Parks Commission was set for Tuesday, 
November 18, 2014 at 4:00 PM at ENM Area Hall. 
 
 



PARK COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:  
 
There were no additional comments by Commissioners at the 
October Meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
 
There being no further business to come before the Parks Commission, 
upon motion by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner 
Zahratka, the meeting was adjourned by voice vote at 5:06 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mark Nagel, 
Assistant City Administrator 
 
 
 
  


