
ELKO NEW MARKET PARKS COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:   
 
Present at Roll Call were Commissioners Sadie Miller; Emily Dornseif; 
Dennis Melgaard; and Chair Mike Sutton.  Also present was Assistant 
City Administrator Mark Nagel.   
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:11 PM by Chair Mike Sutton 
in Conference Room B at Elko New Market City Hall, 601 Main Street. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA:  
 
Mr. Nagel said that there were no additions to the Agenda for 
the November 18, 2014 Meeting. Upon motion by 
Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Chair 
Sutton, the November 18, 2014 Agenda was unanimously 
approved by voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 14, 2014 PARKS 
COMMISSION MEETING:   
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Melgaard, seconded by Commissioner 
Miller, the Meeting Minutes of October 14, 2014 were unanimously 
approved for submission to City Council, as presented, by voice vote.   
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS:   
 
Mr. Nagel called Commissioners attention to the Minnesota Recreation 
and Parks Association Magazine, which includes a good article on water 
paly areas.   
 



He also said that the New Prague Community Ed Advisory Council 
Minutes of October 21st were included, as well.   
 
Finally, he provided Commissioners with a copy of a letter, approved by 
City Council at their October 23rd meeting, providing comments on 
Metro Council’s Draft 2030 Regional Parks Plan. 
 

UPDATES: 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed the October 29, 2014 ENM Parks Commission 
Update, which contained 15 items, with the Commissioners.  He noted 
that most of the items pertained to the shutdown of Summer operations. 
 
Mr. Nagel also reviewed the results of the October City Council 
meetings with the Commissioners.  He noted that other than approval of 
the Minutes for the October Meeting and the September Parks Update, 
the no other items pertaining to the Parks Commission.  He said that 
there is only one City Council Meeting in November on the 20th. 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Nagel said an application for a grant from the Minnesota DNR for 
development of an archery program was submitted on August 29th. He 
said that the New Prague Community Ed Department could find an 
instructor for the program and that Windrose Park would be the best 
place to hold it.  The $1,600 grant, which would be matched by the City, 
would be used to purchase equipment, construct backstops, and target 
holders, et al. He said that he had been informed that the grant 
application would be funded; although, out of a different program.  He 
said that he received official notification the morning of the Parks 
Commission Meeting that the City will receive the grant. 
 
Mr. Nagel explained to Parks Commissioners the plans for the 
operation of the ice rinks for the Winter season.  The free skate rink 
and hockey rink would be operated for the entire season, while the free 
skate rink would be operated at Wagner Park would also be operated.  
Currently, the SkatePark rink would not be operated due to problems 
in maintaining a safe level of ice in the rink for skaters.  Mr. Nagel also 
said that he would be recommending a goal for 2015 be to look at the 



reuse of Rowena Pond Park ballfield for an ice rink, SkatePark, and/or 
Basketball Court.  Consensus of the Parks Commissioners was that the 
plan was acceptable provided demand for more available ice at Wagner 
Park did not occur.   
 
Mr. Nagel said that the Community Room of the Elko New Market 
Library had been secured for Thursday evenings at 7 PM to have 
Family Movies Nights at the Library beginning on February 5, 2015.  
He called Parks Commissioners attention to the input from the 
community on movies to be shown and he will pass these suggestions on 
to Jessica Davidson, Coordinator of this program for New Prague 
Community Ed. 
 
Mr. Nagel said that he and Jessica Davidson had attended the 
Minnesota Recreation and Parks Entertainment Jamboree on 
Wednesday November 5th from 10 AM to 3 PM, which showcased 
entertainers from the Twin Cities area for cities to listen to and book for 
their Summer Music in the Parks programs.  Unfortunately, the music 
acts were too expensive given the limited budget for the program, but 
there may be 1 or 2 other entertainers – a juggler and a magician – that 
might fit the budget.  He said it was worth the time to get a sense of acts 
and costs for future budget purposes. 
 
Mr. Nagel presented an e-mail from St. Nicholas Church regarding the 
Parks Commission’s offer to assist the Church in upgrading and 
maintaining their park.  After a November 6th Maintenance Committee 
meeting, their recommendation will be forwarded to the Finance 
Committee and Parish council for action.  He will inform the 
Commission of any decisions when he receives them. 
 
Mr. Nagel called Parks Commissioners’ attention to the information on 
GeoCaching provided in the Agenda Packet.  He said that geocachers 
were using 20 different sites in Elko New Market parks for their caches.  
While the City’s current liability policy covers claims if geocachers get 
injured in City Parks, there is a policy question on whether or not City 
parks should be used for this purpose.  He asked that Commissioners 
review the materials for further discussion at the December meeting.  
He said that he would have a draft policy ready for consideration in 
case the Parks Commission wanted to allow it, but would want 
guidelines.  No further action was taken on this item. 



 
Mr. Nagel led a discussion on the revised layout for the Pete’s Hill Trail 
“Lookout”.  Bolton and Menk, Inc, Landscape Architect, Joel Odens, 
provided an updated plan for the upper paved trail to reach the 
“lookout”, along with a design for the “lookout” itself based on the 
following suggestions for revisions made by Commissioners last month: 
 

1. Paved Upper Trail Option #1 was preferred, but could it be made 
shorter by making it more direct near the end., but could it be 
made shorter by making it more direct near the end.` 

2. Solar lighting at the “Lookout”. 
3. Mark the Geological Survey stakes. 
4. Use a circular bench for panoramic views. 
5. Clear brush for better views. 
6. Like the use of Kasota stone for defining “Lookout” area. 
7. More definition of informational signs and outdoor furniture at 

the “Lookout” area. 
 

The Commissioners discussed the current version concurring with the 
location of the trail to the “lookout”, but would like another option 
using more wood and less stone at the “lookout”.  One suggestion was 
make the seatwall out of wood, instead of limestone and concrete to 
better blend in with the surrounding woods.  Mr. Nagel said that he 
would meet with Mr. Odes and bring back such a design to compare 
with the current one at the December meeting. 
 
Mr. Nagel apologized for the short duration of the meeting noting that 
he had to teach on Tuesdays for this month and December.  
Commissioners decided to move the December meeting to a week later 
on December 16th to accommodate his schedule.  Upon motion by Chair 
Sutton, seconded by Commissioner Miller, the Parks Commission 
unanimously changed the date of the November meeting to Tuesday, 
December 16, 2015 at 4 PM at Elko New Market City Hall. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
There was no other business to come before the Parks Commission at 
the November 18, 2014 meeting. 
 



NEXT MEETING:   
 
The next meeting of the ENM Parks Commission was set for Tuesday, 
December 16, 2014 at 4:00 PM at ENM Area Hall. 
 
 
PARK COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:  
 
There were no additional comments by Commissioners at the 
November Meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
 
There being no further business to come before the Parks Commission, 
upon motion by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner 
Dornseif, the meeting was adjourned by voice vote at 4:46 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mark Nagel, 
Assistant City Administrator 
 
 
 
  


