
ELKO NEW MARKET PARKS COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2014 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:   
 
Present at Roll Call were Commissioners Eve Zahratka; Dennis 
Melgaard; Emily Dornseif and Chair Mike Sutton.  Also present was 
Assistant City Administrator Mark Nagel.  Also present were Bob and 
Beth Crawford, 3323 Aaron Drive. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/OATH OF 
OFFICE:  
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:03 PM in Elko New Market Area 
Hall, Conference B.  
 
APPROVE AGENDA:  
 
Mr. Nagel said that there were no additions to the Agenda for 
the June 10, 2014 Meeting. Upon motion by Chair Sutton, 
seconded by Commissioner Dornseif, the June 10, 2014 Agenda 
was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 13, 2014 PARKS 
COMMISSION MEETING:   
 
Upon motion by Chair Sutton, seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, 
the Meeting Minutes of May 13, 2014 were unanimously approved, as 
presented, by voice vote.   
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS:   
 
Mr. Nagel welcomed Beth Crawford, who was present to fulfill a 
requirement of her Environmental Science class at Dakota County TC 
by attending and writing about a local Parks Commission meeting. 
 



 
UPDATES: 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed the May 28, 2014 ENM Parks Commission Update, 
which contained 19 items, with the Commissioners.  He noted that the 
new grindrail and grindbox for the SkatePark had been installed in 
time for opening of the SkatePark on June 2cd; the new Spinami at 
Wagner Park was rapidly becoming the most popular piece of 
playground equipment at the park; and that the Park ID Signs had been 
delivered. 
 
Mr. Nagel also reviewed the results of the May 8th and May 22ndth City 
Council meetings with the Commissioners.  He noted that the main 
action taken affecting the Parks Commission will be discussed later in 
the Agenda. 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Nagel said that the property owner was requesting services from 
the contractor – dirt and landscaping – in exchange for the easement for 
the trail segment on Xerxes Avenue.  An easement reflecting these terms 
had been drafted and the property owner was reviewing it.  Engineering 
work was underway, too.  Completion of the project is anticipated to be 
by the end of 2014, as per the grant requirements by Shakopee 
Mdewakanton Sioux Community.  
 
Mr. Nagel said that the City Administrator and Public Works 
Superintendent completed negotiations to take over the maintenance of 
the EagleView Elementary soccer fields.  He reviewed the Agreement 
with the Parks commission that the City Council approved at their 
meeting of May 22nd. 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed the proposed schedule for boys baseball and girls 
softball programs for the Summer of 2014.  The boys baseball program 
will use all 3 Wagner Park fields on Monday and Tuesday form May 
20th thru July, while the girls softball teams will use them on Wednesday 
evenings.  T-Ball will start in June on Thursday evenings, but will only 
use Field 3 in Rowena Park.  Upon motion by Chair Sutton, seconded 
Commissioner Zahratka, the Commission approved the field us 



schedule for the boys baseball and girls softball program for the 
Summer of 2014. 
 
Mr. Nagel called Commissioners’ attention to the draft of the 2015 
Budget for the Parks Department.  He reviewed each line item with the 
Commission noting that the only significant change for 2015 outside the 
normal inflationary costs was a request to add $1,000 to the Repairs and 
Maintenance line-item.  He said that he would have more on the 2015 
Budget at the July meeting once he has met with City Administrator. 
  
Mr. Nagel reviewed the progress to date on the Movies/Music in the 
Park series for Summer 2014. He handed out the final schedule for the 
program will run on Thursday evenings beginning on June 12th and 
ending on August 14th with special events on June 26th in support of Fire 
Rescue Days and on Tuesday, August 5th in support of “National Night 
Out”.  He said that sponsors were being lined up to help pay for the 
movies/music and so far 2 – Tapestry Church and Faith Community 
Church – had sent checks to host a movie or music event.  The only 
change was that the July 24th movie will be at the Elko New Market 
Library.  No further action was taken by the Parks Commission. 
 
Mr. Nagel presented specifics of participating in National Park and 
Recreation Month, which is in July.  He noted that the National 
Recreation and Park Association has a free “toolkit” to help “get the 
word out” about local events held in conjunction with national effort.  
While it might be good to put it on the website and/or in the newsletter 
to inform residents to get out and enjoy their parks, consensus of the 
Parks Commission was to decline the invitation to participate. 
 
As per discussion at the May meeting, Mr. Nagel outlined the options 
for the Pet Waste Stations recommending that they be tried at Wagner 
Park and Windrose Park, since they had the most open space for dogs 
to run around.  He said that the cost for 2 of them would be about $350 
each, so would come to about $700.  Upon motion, by Commissioner 
Dornseif, seconded by Chair Sutton, the Parks Commission 
unanimously recommended approval of the purchase of 2 Pet Waste 
Stations – one for Wagner Park and one for Windrose Park – for an 
amount not to exceed $750. 
 



Mr. Nagel presented a bill from Lakeville Community Ed for $168.12 
for printing and mailing their Spring/Summer catalogue to residents on 
the New Market side of the City.  He said that this is done as part of the 
Agreement with both Lakeville Community Ed and New Prague 
Community Ed in effort to make the programming for both available to 
all Elko New Market residents.  Upon motion by Chair Sutton, 
seconded by Commissioner Dornseif, the Parks Commission 
unanimously recommended approval of the payment of the bill for 
printing/mailing Lakeville Community Ed Spring/Summer catalogues 
for $168.12. 
 
Mr. Nagel said that he had contacted vendors regarding the Splash Pad 
concept and costs and handed out a Memo summarizing the 
information.  He cited a number of concerns about the portable splash 
pad – durability, warranty, monitoring, insurance, safety and insurance 
– that should be further studied before committing to purchasing one 
from 6 vendors identified in the Memo.  He presented as an option for 
this Summer renting an inflatable waterslide to be used during the 
Movies/Music at Wagner Park, perhaps in conjunction with New 
Prague Community Ed’s Kid’s Company Program.  After discussion by 
Parks Commissioners, they concurred with this approach.  Mr. Nagel 
will bring further information back to the July meeting on the Splash 
Pad options. 
 
Mr. Nagel then led the Commissioners through a demonstration of the 
City website as it relates to the Parks Department.  He asked 
Commissioners to review the Parks Department website information 
and make suggestions for improvement for the July meeting.  He said 
that this is part of an effort by the Staff to update and add to the 
website.  No further action was taken. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
There was no other business to come before the Parks Commission at 
the May 13, 2014 meeting. 
 
NEXT MEETING:   
 



The next meeting of the ENM Parks Commission was set for Tuesday, 
July 15, 2014 at 4:00 PM at ENM Area Hall. 
 
PARK COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:  
 
There were no additional comments by Commissioners at the 
June 10, 2014 Parks Commission Meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
 
There being no further business to come before the Parks Commission, 
upon motion by Commissioner Dornseif, seconded by Commissioner 
Zahratka the meeting was adjourned by voice vote at 6:33 PM PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mark Nagel, 
Assistant City Administrator 
 
 
 
  


