
 

 

ELKO NEW MARKET PARKS COMMISSION 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2020 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Present at Roll Call were Chair Sutton, Commissioner Melgaard, and 

Commissioner Dornseif.  Also present was Assistant City Administrator Mark 

Nagel. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:06 PM in Conference Room B at Elko New 

Market City Hall, 601 Main Street. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA:  
 

Mr. Nagel said that there were no additions to the February 2020 Meeting Agenda. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Melgaard, seconded by Chair Sutton, the February 

2020 Meeting Agenda was unanimously approved, as printed. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: 

 
There were no citizen comments presented at the February 11, 2020 Parks 

Commission Meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 14, 2020 PARKS 

COMMISSION MEETING: 
 

Upon motion by Chair Sutton, seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, the Parks 

Commission unanimously approved the January 14, 2020 Parks Commission 

Minutes, as printed. 

 

 



 

 

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Mr. Nagel called Commissioners’ attention to a copy of an article in the Fall issue 

of the National Recreation and Parks Association on Park Metrics. He said that the 

article notes that metrics has replaced the current Parks Classification System, so 

Staff will be meeting to determine whether or not an updated Parks Classification 

system should be included in the 2040 Comp Plan.  He said that he would have 

more information in the February Parks Commission Update. 

 

At the request of Parks Commissioners at the August 2019 Meeting, Mr. Nagel 

said that he had included the January 8, 2020 Community Development Update for 

review by Parks Commissioners in the Agenda Packets for their information. In 

response to Commissioner questions, he noted that QuikTrip had not yet made 

application for a store in the City. 

 

UPDATES: 

 

Mr. Nagel reviewed the January 31, 2020 ENM Parks Commission Update, which 

contained 17 items with the Commissioners.  He said that the delivery of the 

replacement equipment for Old Elko City Hall Park had not been scheduled yet. 

 

Chair Sutton reported that the plans for the Egg Hunt were proceeding and that the 

next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, February 18, 2020 at 5:30 PM at ENM 

City Hall. 

 

In Commissioner Zahratka’s absence, Mr. Nagel reported that a meeting of the 

New Prague Community Education Advisory Board on was scheduled for March 

12, 2020.  Chair Sutton said that he would attend the meeting. 

 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Mr. Nagel presented an updated, revised 5 Year Capital Improvement Plan to the 

Commissioners.  He noted that there were a couple of significant contributions to 

the Park Dedication Fund that added to the available revenues for capital projects 

in the parks.  He said that the major projects over the next 5 years could be funded 

and completed.  He said that upon approval by the Parks Commission that a copy 

would be forwarded to the City Council for further discussion as part of an overall 

City CIP. Upon motion by Commissioner Melgaard, seconded by Commissioner 



 

 

Dornseif, the Parks Commission unanimously approved the 2020-2025 Parks 

Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

Mr. Nagel provided a brochure for the “March Madness” program at the Library 

on Thursdays in March.  On March 5th, the popular Glow Stick Dance will lead off 

the events; on March 12th, the family favorite, RAD Zoo, will be entertaining 

families; on March 19th, it will be Family Bingo with prizes for all; and on March 

26th, we’ll conclude with an Obstacle Course and Family Yoga Challenges with 

prizes!  He said that all these events had now been confirmed and that he would 

begin marketing the programming over the next 3 weeks.  No further action was 

taken on this item, 

  

Mr. Nagel said given the good news on the Parks Capital Fund, Staff decided to 

complete the remaining 2 phases of the Rowena Pond Park Repurposing in 2020.  

He then directed Commissioners’ attention to the Twins Community Fund grant 

proposal that was attached to the Agenda Packets.  He said that the application 

requests $15,000 in funding to assist in the construction of a new T-Ball/Softball 

field at Rowena Park.  He said that the applications are due on March 2nd and that 

the City would be notified by April 3rd on their decision. Upon motion by Chair 

Sutton, seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, the Parks Commission unanimously 

approved submission of the Twins Community Fund grant application by Staff 

 

Mr. Nagel said that due to difficulty in purchasing asphalt and resident concerns, 

the Windrose 8th Addition/Woodcrest Trail Segment project had been postponed 

until Spring 2020.  He said the plus to the delay is a more cost-effective approach 

is now being implemented to combine it with the upcoming Pete’s Hill residential 

subdivision trail and other street resurfacing projects, which should result in a 

lower overall cost.  The total cost is estimated to be $66,824.00 and sufficient 

funds are available in the Parks Capital Fund to do both trail segments. As he noted 

at the December meeting, he contacted the SMSC to see if it would be possible to 

retain the $18,224 grant for the project.  He said that he had received an email from 

the SMSC that day saying that they would consider it at the next meeting of the 

Tribal Council and that Staff would recommend approval to the Tribal Council. He 

has not heard back officially from the SMSC. No further action was taken by the 

Parks Commission on this item at this meeting. 

 

Mr. Nagel and Chair Sutton led a discussion of the need for a shared use paved 

trail along Xerxes Avenue from CSAH 2 to a connection near the Pete’s Hill Trail. 

They referenced an October 2016 Memo from the City Engineer on splitting the 

project into 3 parts with the total cost estimated to be just over $800,000.  The first  



 

 

leg of the project, he suggested, would be the South leg from Pete’s Hill to 

Ptarmigan Drive, since it would connect to more existing trails and keep 

pedestrians off the most sight restricted parts of Xerxes Avenue increasing safety.  

Mr. Nagel noted that working on this trail segment is a 2020 goal of the Parks 

Commission, too.  It may be possible for Staff to apply for grants for one or all of 

the Xerxes Trail segment. Consensus of the Commissioners was to request the City 

Engineer to update the Memo contents to account for the lag of 3 years in potential 

increased costs, as well as next steps.  No further action was taken on this item by 

the Parks Commission. 

 

Mr. Nagel noted that the terms of Chair Sutton; Commissioner Dornseif; and 

Commissioner Zahratka were up on March 31, 2020 and that Council had decided 

to accept applications from the community for these 3-year terms.  He asked them 

to fill out the application that he included in the Agenda Packet before March 5th 

and return it to him.  No further action was taken on this item. 

 

Mr. Nagel presented the Bill List to the Parks Commissioners – a bill from 

Schlomka’s for Portable Restrooms for January 2020 for $410.00.  Upon motion 

by Commissioner Melgaard, seconded by Commissioner Dornseif, the Parks 

Commission unanimously approved the Bill List for the February 2020 Meeting.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There was no other business to come before the Parks Commission at the February 

11, 2020 Meeting. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

 
Mr. Nagel said that the Parks Commissioner interviews were scheduled for 

Tuesday, March 17th beginning at 5 PM, so he was recommending that the Parks 

Commission meeting be moved back to that date. 

 

Upon motion by Dornseif, seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, the next Regular 

meeting of the Parks Commission was set for Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 4:00 PM 

in Conference Room B of Elko New Market City Hall. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PARK COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

 
There were no additional comments from Commissioners at the February 11, 2020 

Parks Commission meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 
There being no further business to come before the Parks Commission, upon 

motion by Commissioner Melgaard, seconded by Chair Sutton, the meeting was 

adjourned by voice vote at 5:08 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Mark Nagel, Assistant City Administrator 


