
 

 

 

ELKO NEW MARKET PARKS COMMISSION 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Present at Roll Call were Chair Sutton, Commissioner Melgaard, and 

Commissioner Zahratka.  Also present was Assistant City Administrator Mark 

Nagel and Former Mayor Bob Crawford. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:01 PM in Conference Room B at Elko New 

Market City Hall, 601 Main Street. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA: 
 

Mr. Nagel said that there were no additional items for the Agenda for the 

September meeting Upon motion by Commissioner Zahratka , seconded by Chair 

Sutton, the September Meeting Agenda was approved, as printed. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: 

 
Former Mayor Bob Crawford requested the Parks Commission consider the 

possibility of heating the Wagner Park Shelter for year-round use by the 

community, particularly the Food Shelf, which needs a place to continue its work 

this Winter.  Consensus of the Commission was to have Mr. Nagel look into the 

pros/cons of heating the shelter and report back at the October meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 6, 2019 PARKS 

COMMISSION MEETING: 
 

Upon motion by Chair Sutton, seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, the Parks 

Commission unanimously approved the August 6, 2019 Parks Commission 

Minutes, as printed. 

 

 



 

 

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Mr. Nagel called Commissioners’ attention to the attached article on different 

types of playground surfaces – their advantages and disadvantages.  There was a 

long discussion by Commissioners of what surface would provide the best 

combination of safety and cost. Consensus was that the current Engineered Wood 

Fiber surface for City playgrounds was the best value. 

 

At the request of Parks Commissioners at the August 2019 Meeting, Mr. Nagel 

said that he had included the latest Community Development Update for review by 

Parks Commissioners in the Agenda Packets for their information.  He said he 

would continue to do so in future Agenda Packets. 

 

UPDATES: 

 

Mr. Nagel reviewed the August 31, 2019 ENM Parks Commission Update, which 

contained 12 items with the Commissioners.  Mr. Nagel commented that the 3 

major music performance licensors, along with the movie licensors, were driving 

up costs for the Summer and Winter events such that the Parks Commission may 

need to revisit the 2020 Budget, as it relates to the Summer and Winter 

programming.  He also noted that the Soccer Jamboree went very well with 54 

teams participating and he thanked the Public Works department for all of their 

help in making the event a success. 

 

Chair Sutton reported that the next meeting of the CCEC will be on Tuesday, 

September 17th at 5:30 PM at City Hall with the Agenda focused on the upcoming 

Halloween Party on Saturday, October 26th from 10 AM to Noon. 

 

Commissioner Zahratka noted that there was a meeting of the New Prague 

Community Education Advisory Board set for September 12thth that she would try 

to attend. 

 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Mr. Nagel commented that the Summer Events had an average attendance in the 

70’s, even though rainy weather forced relocation to the Library’s Community 

Room 3 times.  He said that the final event was a movie and the inflatables on 

August 8th with ice cream sandwiches and popsicles to all attendees to cap off the 

Summer. He said that Jessica Davidson will attend the October Parks Commission 



 

 

Meeting to discuss the 2019 Summer Event season and preview the Winter 

Program Events. No further action was taken on the item by the Parks 

Commission. 

 

Mr. Nagel called Commissioners’ attention to the July Budget Report, which was 

contained in the Agenda Packets.  He said that expenses were running about 10% 

under budget with the Summer events almost complete.  However, the major 

expense for the Coordinator’s time has not been billed to the City, which is 

budgeted for $1,600 for the year.  He expected to receive that Invoice in time for 

the October meeting.  Also, he noted, that the additional load of Engineered Wood 

Fiber of $2,035.00 was not included. He said that he expected that the budget 

would be much closer to the planned expenditures once these bills were paid. 

 

Mr. Nagel said that the Minnesota Recreation and Parks Association Annual 

Conference is being held from November 5th to 8th at the Earle Brown Center in 

Brooklyn Center.  He noted a number of relevant sessions including ones on 

Nature Play Areas; Developing Eagle Scout Project for Parks; Community 

Gardens; Niche Sports like Disc Golf; Naming City Parks; and Changing 

Demographics.  He asked Commissioners to check their calendars and let him 

know if they would like to attend the whole Conference or 1 of the 3 days. Upon 

motion by Chair Sutton, seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, the Parks 

Commission unanimously approved purchasing one Full Conference Package for 

the MRPA Conference for $425.00. 

 

Mr. Nagel updated Commissioners on the status of Parks capital projects for the 

Fall – the Disc Golf Course; the Relocation of the Rowena Pond T-Ball field; 

Replacement of the Swings at Old Elko City Hall Park; the Pet Waste Stations; and 

the trail between the Windrose 8th Addition and Woodcrest Subdivision.  No 

further action was taken by the Parks Commission at this meeting. 

 

Mr. Nagel presented the Bill List to the Parks Commissioners – a bill from 

Schlomka’s for Portable Restrooms for August, 2019 for $710.00; 

Minnesota/Wisconsin Playground for Engineered Wood Fiber for $2,035.00; 

Leiviska Disc Golf for $5,670.00 for disc golf equipment; and Mike Sutton for 

reimbursement fo the purchase of 6 canopies for $1,567.59. Upon motion by 

Commissioner Melgaard, seconded by Commissioner Zahratka, the Parks 

Commission approved the Bill List for the August meeting.  Cahir Sutton abstained 

from voting, since one of the bills was for reimbursement of his expense for the 

canopies. 

 



 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There were no additional business items to come before Commissioners at the 

September 10, 2019 Parks Commission meeting. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Melgaard, the 

next Regular meeting of the Parks Commission was set for Tuesday, October 8, 

2019 at 4:00 PM in conference Room B of Elko New Market City Hall. 

 

PARK COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

 
There were no additional comments from Commissioners at the September 10, 

2019 Parks Commission meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 
There being no further business to come before the Parks Commission, upon 

motion by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Chair Sutton, the meeting was 

adjourned by voice vote at 5:17 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Mark Nagel, Assistant City Administrator 


