
ELKO NEW MARKET PARKS COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2018 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

 
PRESENT: 
 
Present at Roll Call were Commissioner Zahratka; Commissioner Dornseif; 
Commissioner Melgaard; Commissioner Miller; and Chair Mike Sutton.  Also 
present were Assistant City Administrator Mark Nagel and Mayor Bob Crawford. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:02 PM in Conference Room B at Elko New 
Market City Hall, 601 Main Street. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA: 
 
Mr. Nagel passed out copies of a Revised Agenda for the meeting and said that 
there were to (2) additional items for the September Meeting Agenda – Item 7.b. – 
Update on Proposed Archery Grant from MNDNR – and new Item 7.e. – Consider 
Approval of Wagner Park Shelter Repairs.  On motion by Commissioner 
Melgaard, seconded by Chair Sutton, the Revised September Meeting Agenda was 
approved. 
  
CITIZEN COMMENTS: 
 
There were no citizens present at the September Parks Commission Meeting to 
make comments to the Parks Commission. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 7, 2018 PARKS 
COMMISSION MEETING: 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Miller; seconded Commissioner Dornseif, the 
Parks Commission Unanimously approved the August 7, 2018 Parks Commission 
Meeting Minutes as printed. 
 



 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed an Article from the National Recreation and Park Association, 
“Recognizing Parks and Recreation’s Role in Economic Development” noting that 
quality parks and recreational programs are a key ingredient in successful local 
development programs.  He said that he provides articles, like this one, to help 
provide perspective to Commissioners on their work at the local level to enhance 
parks and recreation in Elko New Market. 
 
UPDATES: 
 
Mr. Nagel reviewed the August 29, 2018 ENM Parks Commission Update, which 
contained 19 items, with the Commissioners.  Mr. Nagel said that the final tally for 
Summer Events at the Wagner Park Shelter was completed and the attendance for 
the 5 events topped 400 people.  He noted that the July 12th rainout of the Rad Zoo 
was moved to the Community Picnic, which had an estimated attendance of 200 
people, as well as sponsoring “Dazzling Dave” for Night to Unite on August 7th.  
He said that Jessica Davidson would get started next month on planning the Winter 
2018 events at the Library. 
 
Chair Sutton reported that the focus of the CCEC will be on planning for the 
Halloween festivities on Saturday morning, October 27th. 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Nagel called Commissioner’s attention to the redesign of the proposed disc 
golf course, which will be constructed by Leiviska Golf Design at a cost of $8,400, 
plus some brush clearing by the City.  The new layout minimizes effects to the 
wetlands area, so can now be constructed. Consensus of the Parks Commission 
was that the new layout was acceptable.  As per Parks Commission direction, Mr. 
Nagel will inform the surrounding neighborhood of the proposed disc golf course 
for additional input. 
 
Mr. Nagel said that he had been in touch with MN DNR regarding a grant to 
purchase the following for next year’s archery program: (1) an additional 2 left eye 
dominant bows; (2) three mini bows - for the kids that run smaller in size - easier 
to pull back; (3) more arrows; and (4) hard-sided cases for the bows.  Mr. Nagel 
said that there were no funds available from the State of Minnesota DNR to 



purchase these items, but that funding may be possible through National Wild 
Turkey Federation and/or the Minnesota Deer Hunter’s Association, so he said that 
his next step would be to contact those organizations about possible grants.  If a 
grant was not available, then he would be back possibly at the October meeting 
with costs for purchasing the equipment through the national Archery in Schools 
Program.  No further action was taken by the Parks Commission on this Agenda 
Item. 
 
Mr. Nagel presented a revised draft of the SkatePark Rules and Regulations to 
Parks Commissioners based on suggestions from the Commissioners and City 
Staff.  After discussion of the revised draft and 2 minor wording changes, upon 
motion by Chair Sutton, seconded by Commissioner Miller, the Parks Commission 
unanimously approved the wording of the SkatePark rules, including the revisions 
made at the meeting, and directed Staff to purchase 2 signs for installation at the 
SkatePark. 
 
Mr. Nagel called Commissioners attention to his memo, which outlined options for 
purchasing a new electric stove/oven for the Wagner Park Shelter that included the 
following criteria: white color, coil cooktop, at least a 5 cubic foot, self-cleaning 
oven at a cost not exceed $700 donation from the N.E.W. Lions Club.  After 
discussion of the options presented in the Memo for a new electric stove/oven, 
motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner 
Dornseif to direct Mr. Nagel to purchase a Kenmore Model 94142 and place the 
remaining amount of the $700 donation into an account for future repairs and/or 
replacement of either the electric stove or the existing refrigerator.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Nagel presented an estimate from Morton Buildings, Inc of $2,282 to repair 
the recently vandalized Wagner Park Shelter.  He said that before he signed the 
agreement to repair the shelter, he would report the damage to the League of 
Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust.   Upon motion by Chair Sutton, seconded by 
Commissioner Miller, the Parks Commission unanimously approved the repair of 
the Wagner Park Shelter by Morton Buildings, Inc for an amount not to exceed 
$2,282. 
 
Mr. Nagel said that a resident had requested that the Parks Commission consider 
placing a new water fountain at Wagner Park. He said that the cost would vary by 
the type of fountain and installation costs, but if a free standing one was placed 
near the playground equipment, then costs could be in the $3,300 range - $1,000 
for the fountain and $2,300 for the installation.  After much discussion, consensus 



of the Parks Commissioners was for Staff to bring back options and costs at a 
future meeting for further discussion. No further action was taken on this Agenda 
Item. 
 
Mr. Nagel presented the Bill List to the Commissioners – The Big Fun Show for 
$350 for the July 19th Wagner Park Summer Event and 2 bills from Schlomka’s 
Portable Restrooms for services for August and September for a total of $1,420. 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Melgaard; seconded by Chair Sutton, the Parks 
Commission unanimously approved the Bill List as presented. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
There were no additional business items to come before the Parks Commission at 
the September 11th meeting. 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
 
On motion by Commissioner Dornseif; seconded by Commissioner Zahratka, the 
next meeting of the ENM Parks Commission was set for Tuesday, October 9, 2018 
at 4 PM in Conference Room B of Elko New Market City Hall.  
 
PARK COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 
 
A brief discussion of the Pet Waste Stations was held.  Staff and Commissioners 
will review possible new locations for additional stations this month.  Mr. Nagel 
will add it to the October 9th Parks Commission for further discussion. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Parks Commission, upon 
motion by Commissioner Dornseif, seconded by Commissioner Miller, the meeting 
was adjourned by voice vote at 5:20 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mark Nagel, Assistant City Administrator 


