
MINUTES

CITY OF ELKO NEW MARKET
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
February 1, 2018
7:00 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Thompson called the meeting of the Elko New Market Planning Commission to order at 7:02 p.m.
Commission members present:
Thompson, Kruckman, Smith, Vetter and ex-officio member Anderson
Members absent and excused:
Hartzler
Note:  Commissioner Vetter arrived late and was not present for agenda items 1 through 6
Staff Present:
Economic Development Specialist Christianson, City Planner Kirmis and City Engineer Revering
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Thompson led the Planning Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A motion was made by Smith and seconded by Kruckman to approve the agenda as presented.  Vote for:  Thompson, Kruckman and Smith.  Against:  None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion carried: (3-0).
4.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.
5.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no announcements.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Prior to the consideration of the meeting minutes, Dennis Green, who resides at 51 West Louis Street, asked the Planning Commission to make a change to the draft January 4, 2018 meeting minutes as written.  He asked that a comment he believes he made at the public related to the commercial vehicle parking amendment be added.  Specifically, Mr. Green asked that his reference to narrow neighborhood street widths be added.

In response to Mr. Green’s request, the Planning Commission directed Planning Staff to review the recorded meeting tape and revise the meeting minutes (if necessary) to accurately reflect Mr. Green’s comments.
A motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Smith to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2017 Planning Commission meeting with a condition that they be modified as necessary to accurately reflect Mr. Green’s comments (based on Planning Staff’s review of the recorded meeting tape).  Vote for:  Thompson, Kruckman and Smith.  Against:  None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion carried: (3-0).
7.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Definition of Residential Care Facilities
Chairman Thompson asked Community Development Specialist Renee Christianson to present her memorandum dated February 1, 2018 related to the definition of residential care facilities.  Christianson explained that the definition of “Residential Care Facility” as currently provided in the City’s Zoning Ordinance is inconsistent with State Statute and is in need of correction.  Christianson noted that Planning Staff has worked with the City Attorney’s office in the preparation of the amendment to ensure its consistency with State law.

Christianson concluded her presentation by stating that Planning Staff recommends approval of the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment.
Following Community Development Specialist Christianson’s presentation, Chairman Thompson opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. 
There were no comments at the public hearing. 

Hearing no comments, a motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Kruckman to close the public hearing at 7:06 pm.  Vote for:  Thompson, Kruckman, Smith and Vetter.  Against:  None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion carried: (4-0).
Recognizing that the draft amendment was previously discussed at the Planning Commission’s January 4, 2018 meeting, the Commissioners had no comments or questions related to the item.
A motion was made by Smith and seconded by Kruckman to recommend approval of the “Residential Care Facilities” amendment as written.  Vote for:  Thompson, Kruckman, Smith and Vetter.  Against:  None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion carried: (4-0).
8.
GENERAL BUSINESS
A. Comprehensive Plan
1) Solar Resources Plan
Chairman Thompson asked Planner Kirmis to present the draft Solar Resources Plan chapter of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan (dated February 1, 2017).  Kirmis provided an overview of the Plan, explaining that the Metropolitan Land Planning Act requires comprehensive plans for Metropolitan Area communities to include an element related to the protection and development of access to direct sunlight for solar energy systems.  In this regard, Kirmis noted that the Metropolitan Council has indicated that the following solar resource-related information must minimally be included in the Elko New Market’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan:
· Gross Solar Potential Map
· Solar Resource Calculations
· Solar Resource Policies
· Implementation steps
Kirmis indicated that the Gross Solar Potential Map and the Solar Resource calculations were provided by the Metropolitan Council but that the draft policies and implementation steps were formulated by Planning Staff.
Specific notation was made that the draft Solar Resources Plan includes a policy which encourages the development of solar gardens outside of the City’s 2040 MUSA boundary.

Planner Kirmis concluded his presentation by requesting feedback from the Planning Commission and a recommendation to forward the Plan chapter to the City Council for their informal review.

Following Kirmis’ presentation, the Planning Commission questioned Planning Staff regarding the following:
· Existing City ordinances related to solar energy systems.
· Scott County requirements which apply to solar farms (solar gardens).
Following the Staff presentation, a motion was made by Smith and seconded by Kruckman to recommend the forwarding of the draft Solar Resources Plan chapter (as written) to the City Council for informal consideration.  Vote for:  Thompson, Kruckman, Smith and Vetter.  Against:  None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion carried: (4-0).
2)   Sanitary Sewer Plan, Water Plan and Surface Water Management Plan
Chairman Thompson asked City Engineer Revering to present the various engineering plan maps to be included in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

City Engineer Revering informed that Planning Commission that a sanitary sewer plan, water plan and surface water management plan are required components of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.  Revering noted that the intent of his presentation is to provide background information for more detailed review of the plans (text and maps) at February 27, 2018 Planning Commission meeting.  It was specifically noted that the presentation was “informational” and that the Planning Commission was not being asked to provide feedback on the various plans at this time.
As part of City Engineer Revering’s presentation, the following conveyed:

Sanitary Sewer Plan

· Identification of interceptor locations

· Proposed changes to the City’s 2030 Sanitary Sewer Plan
· Sewer districts and basis for boundaries

· City geology

· Plan objectives – including, but not limited to, a determination of system costs and related fees
· Metropolitan Council financial obligations

· Timing/sequence of system construction and challenges

· Infrastructure impediments

Water Plan
· Identification of water plant, well and trunk water main locations

· Water pressure zones (former City of Elko is in a separate zone due to elevation differences with surrounding areas)
· Pipe sizing (based on need to provide adequate fire protection)

· Water system cost factors

· Well depths (aquafer access)
· Water quality/treatment

· Water service process (sequence for home access to water)
· Future water tower locations (likely not required before 2040) and tower property acquisition 

· Loop system objective and related benefits

Surface Water Management Plan

· Identification of watershed locations and basis for boundary demarcations
· Shift from previous regional ponding objectives to local ponds (due to implementation obstacles)

· Climatic changes which influence storm water management (“bigger” rainfall events and more frequent “big” events)

· Review/examination of City contours (on a neighborhood scale)

9.
MISCELLANEOUS
A. City Staff / Consultant Business Updates and Reports
Project Updates.  Community Development Specialist Christianson provided verbal updates on the following City projects:
· Barness project
· Boulder Pointe subdivision 
· Pete’s Hill Park
· Dakota Acres
· DeGross property
· New Market Bank commercial center
· Christmas Pines

· Chinese restaurant 

B. Planning Commission Questions and Comments
There were no Planning Commission questions or comments.
10.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Kruckman and seconded by Vetter to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 p.m.  Vote for:  Thompson, Kruckman, Smith and Vetter.  Against:  None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion carried: (4-0).
Submitted by:
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Renee Christianson

Community Development Specialist
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